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are now both members of H.M. most Honourable Privy
Council, to which honour they have attained after very
distinguished careers in India and elsewhere. We were the
goests in Manchester of Mr Hugh Mason, M.P., then the
President of the Chamber of Commerce there, and we
revelled in the most sumptuous hospitality. Mr Taylor,
then the proprietor of 'The Manchester Guardian/ was
also particularly attentive to us, and with him was young
(as he then was) Mr C. P. Scott, with whom I was to be
on terms of intimate friendship. He was until recently
Member for a division of Manchester, and is still the pro-
prietor and editor of * The Manchester Guardian/ of which
for many years I was the Indian correspondent.

The speech that I had to make at the banquet was rather
a trying ordeal for a young officer from India, where the
making of speeches, save by the Governors and others in
high authority, is almost unknown, as one's words of wis-
dom are generally recorded on paper. But I got through
my speech well enough, the subject being familiar to me,
and being chiefly a narration of what had been done in
the interests of the trade during the past few years. But
I confess that an uncomfortable sensation ran down my
spine when I stood up to commence speaking and saw the
eyes of a dozen reporters fixed on me, with their pencils
and notebooks in hand all ready to start off. I had given
the audience what seemed to me to be enough, and was
getting towards my peroration, having had no reason the
while to be displeased with my reception, when the Secre-
tary came up behind me and whispered that it was hoped I
would go on for another ten minutes, as Sir Thomas Bazley,
the next on the list of speakers, was coming down with
a dozen others from town by special train, and that the
train had been delayed* There was nothing for it but to
try and do my best and go on. And this I managed to do,
and spun out the time mainly by relating some anecdotes of
the effect of the plethora of wealth on Bombay and the up-
cultivator, some of which had already had a place